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Chapter 51-55 WAC 
STATE BUILDING CODE ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF THE 2021 EDITION OF THE 

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE 

 

WAC 51-55-0200  Chapter 2—Definitions.  202 Definitions. 
 

HIGH-DENSITY VEGETATED AREA.  An area defined by a square determined in 

accordance with Section 302.3.1, with 75% or more vegetation. 

 

WASHINGTON WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE MAP (WA-WUI).  The Washington department of 

natural resources map designating urban areas, wildland-urban 

interface, wildland-urban intermix, wildlands, and long-term non-

buildable areas, designated as the Washington Wildland Urban Interface 

as mapped for 2019 by the Washington State Department of Natural 

Resources—Wildfire and Forest Health Divisions under consultation from 

the USFS Rocky Mountain Research Station. 

NEW SECTION 

WAC 51-55-0300  Wildland-urban interface areas.  301 General 302 

Wildland-urban interface area designations. 

301.1 Scope.  Wildland urban interface areas shall be determined using 

the Washington Wildland Urban Interface Map (WA-WUI).  WA-WUI 

designations are permitted to be modified, upon approval of a finding 

of fact in accordance with Section 302.  
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USER NOTE:    The WA-WUI map is available at https://data-
wadnr.opendata.arcgis.com/apps/wildland-urban-
interface-viewing-app/explore. 

 
301.2 Construction in wildland-urban interface or intermix areas.  

Where a structure is proposed to be constructed in an area designated 

by the WA-WUI map as wildland-urban interface or intermix, the 

construction shall comply with the provisions of this code.   

 

301.3 Construction in wildlands areas.  Where a structure is proposed 

to be constructed in an area designated by the WA-WUI map as 

wildlands, the applicable wildland urban interface area designation 

shall be based on a finding of fact in accordance with Section 302. 

 
302 Wildland-urban interface area designations. 

302.1 Declaration. The wildland-urban interface areas shall be based 

on the findings of fact. The wildland-urban interface area boundary 

shall correspond to natural or man-made features. 

302.1 General.  Wildland urban interface area designations are 

permitted to be established in accordance with this section. 

302.2 Findings of fact. The wildland-urban interface areas findings of 

fact are permitted to follow table/worksheet 302.2. 

302.2 Finding of fact.  The applicable wildland urban interface 

designation shall be based on a finding of fact.  The finding of fact 

shall comply with the provisions of Appendix E, or is permitted to be 

based on the worksheet and procedures in Section 302.3. 
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302.2.1 Department of natural resources mapping. The wildland-urban 

interface area is divided into several hazard zones for the purpose of 

determining construction requirements. The different zones correlate 

with the zones on the department of natural resources (DNR) map per 

RCW 19.27.560. 

Table 302.2.1 

Hazard Determination and Construction Correlation Table 

DNR Map Zone Red Yellow Green 
Structure density per 40ac 120 + structures 8-120 structures 0-8 structures 
Vegetative density (%) <50% 50-75% 75% + 
Distance from 75% vegetative area <=1.5 mi (2.414 km) NA NA 
 

 Where all items in a column apply the required construction shall be based on the corresponding hazard in Table 503.1. 

 Where not all items in a column apply the required construction shall be based on the next lower hazard in Table 503.1. 

 If you do not meet the table criteria-not in the WUI. 

Table 302.2.1(b) 

Required Construction 

 RED YELLOW GREEN 

Ignition Resistant Construction Class 3 Class 2 Class 1 

Option 2 

TABLE/WORKSHEET 302.2 

1. Determine structure density. 

STRUCTURE 
DENSITY UNINHABITED VERY LOW LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

within ≤ 40 acres = 0 &gt; 0 - ≤ 1 ≥ 1 - < 8 &gt; 8 - < 120 &gt; 120 

2. Determine vegetation density. 

PARCEL 
VEGETATION 

DENSITY NONVEGETATED VEGETATED 
 ≤ 40 acres < 50% vegetated and ≥ 1.5 mi (2.414 km) that 

is ≥ 75% vegetated and not overlap water 
≥ 50% vegetated and have structure density of 

uninhabited or very low 
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3. Use structure density and vegetation density from above to 

determine if WUIC applies. 

WUIC APPLIES YES NO 
≤ 40 acres Structure density of very low – high and ≥ 50% 

vegetated 
Structure density of uninhabited and not within 

an identified WUI area 
 Structure density of very low – high and ≥ 50% 

vegetated and ≤ 1.5 mi (2.414 km) that is ≥ 
75% vegetated and not overlap water 

Structure density of uninhabited and < 50% 
vegetated and not overlap water 

 Structure density of very low – high and ≤ 1.5 
mi (2.414 km) that is ≥ 75% vegetated and not 

overlap water 

Structure density of uninhabited – high and < 
50% vegetated and &gt; 1.5 mi (2.414 km) that 

is ≥ 75% vegetated and not overlap water 

4. When WIUC applies, the area shall be designated as Intermix or 

Interface. 

INTERMIX 
DESIGNATION STRUCTURE DENSITY PARCEL VEGETATION DENSITY 

≤ 40 acres Very low - High ≥ 50% vegetated  
INTERFACE 

DESIGNATION STRUCTURE DENSITY PARCEL VEGETATION DENSITY 
≤ 40 acres Very low - High ≤ 1.5 mi (2.414 km) that is ≥ 75% vegetated 

and not overlap water 

302.3 Mapping. Washington wildland-urban interface areas shall be 

recorded on maps developed by Washington department of natural 

resources (WADNR), be located online at https://wadnr.maps, and be 

available for inspection by the public. 

302.3 Simplified wildland urban interface designation worksheet.  The 

wildland urban interface designation is permitted to be established 

using the procedure outlined in Figure 302(1), using the worksheet in 

Figure 302(2). 

302.3.1 Area to be evaluated.  For the purposes of establishing 

structure and vegetation densities, the area covered by a square of 

1320 feet on a side (40 acres) shall be evaluated.  The square area 

shall be located such that the site under consideration is in its 
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center, except where the square would overlap a water body shown on 

the WA-WUI map with a surface area greater than 200,000 square feet, 

the location shall be adjusted such that no part of the square 

overlaps the water body. 

 

302.3.2 Structure density category.  The structure density category 

shall be determined by counting the number of structures within the 

area to be evaluated per Section 302.3.1.  The structure density 

category shall be determined as follows: 

UNINHABITED: 0 structures 

VERY LOW:  1 structure 

LOW:  2 to 8 structures 

MEDIUM: 9 to 120 structures 

HIGH:  more than 120 structures 

 

302.3.3 Vegetation density category. Vegetation coverage within the 

area to be evaluated per Section 302.3.1 shall be determined in 

accordance with Chapter 9.  Vegetation density shall be determined by 

dividing the vegetation coverage by 1,742,400 square feet (40 acres).  

Where the vegetation density is less than 50%, the vegetation density 

category for the site shall be Non-Vegetated.  Where the vegetation 

density is 50% or more, the vegetation density category for the site 

shall be Vegetated. 
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302.3.4 Proximity category.  The distance from the site being 

evaluated to a high-density vegetated area shall be measured from the 

closest edge of the site boundary to the closest edge of the nearest 

high-density vegetated area.  Where the distance is less than 1.5 

miles, the proximity category shall be Near.  Where the distance is 

1.5 miles or more, the proximity category shall be Distant. 

 

302.3.5 WUIC applicability.  The WUIC shall apply and the site shall 

be designated as Intermix or Interface in accordance with Section 

302.3.6 under either of the following conditions: 

 

1. The structure density category is Very Low to High, and the 

vegetation density category is Vegetated. 

2. The structure density category is Very Low to High, and the 

proximity category is Near. 

 

The WUIC shall not apply under either of the following conditions: 

 

1. The structure density category is Uninhabited, and the site is 

not located within an area designated as Intermix or Interface on 

the WA-WUI map. 

2. The structure density category is Uninhabited to High, the 

vegetation density category is Non-Vegetated, and the proximity 

category is Distant. 
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302.3.6 Wildland urban interface area designation.  Where required by 

Section 302.3.5, the site shall be designated as Intermix or Interface 

in accordance with Section 302.3.6.1 or 302.3.6.2.   

 

302.3.6.1 Intermix designation.  The site shall be designated as 

Intermix where the structure density category is Very Low to High, and 

the vegetation density category is Vegetated. 

 

302.3.6.2 Interface designation.  The site shall be designated as 

Interface where the structure density category is Very Low to High, 

and the proximity category is Near. 

 

For the area to be evaluated in Section 302.3.1: 

1. Determine structure density category (uninhabited, 

very low, low, medium, or high) 

2. Determine vegetation density category (non-vegetated 

or vegetated) 

3. Determine proximity category (near or distant). 

4. Based on structure density, vegetation density, and 

proximity categories, determine if compliance with 

this code is required (WUIC applies, WUIC does not 

apply). 

5. Where compliance with this code is required, determine 

wildland urban interface area designation (intermix or 

interface). 
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Figure 302(1).  Outline of simplified procedure for determining 

wildland interface designation 

 

 

1. Determine structure density category in accordance 

with Section 302.3.2.  Numbers in table are the number of 

structures within the area determined by Section 302.3.1. 

 

UNINHABITED VERY LOW LOW MEDIUM HIGH 

0 1 2 to 8 9 to 120 more than 

120 

 

2. Determine vegetation density category within the area 

determined by Section 302.3.1. 

 

NON-VEGETATED VEGETATED 

Less than 50% vegetated  50% or more vegetated  

 

3. Determine proximity category to the nearest high-

density vegetated area. 

 

NEAR DISTANT 

Less than 1.5 mi (2.414 

km) 

1.5 mi (2.414 km) or more 
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4. Use structure density, vegetation density, and 

proximity categories from above to determine if WUIC 

applies. 

 

WUIC Applies WUIC Does Not Apply 

 Structure density 

category is Very low to 

High, and  

 Vegetation density 

category is Vegetated  

 Structure density 

category is Uninhabited, 

and  

 The site is not located 

within an area 

designated as Intermix 

or Interface on the WA-

WUI map 

 Structure density 

category is Very Low to 

High, and  

 Proximity category is 

Near 

 Structure density 

category is Uninhabited 

to High, and 

 Vegetation density 

category is Non-

Vegetated, and  

 Proximity category is 

Distant 
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5. Where WIUC applies, the site shall be designated as 

Intermix or Interface as follows: 

 

INTERMIX INTERFACE 

 Structure density 

category is Very Low to 

High, and 

 Vegetation density 

category is Vegetated 

 Structure density 

category is Very Low to 

High, and 

 Proximity category is 

Near 

 

Figure 302(2).  Worksheet for simplified procedure for determining 

wildland interface designation 

 


