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July 1, 2020 

To All Interested Parties in the Tsunami Technical Advisory Group 

The State Building Code Council (Council) is seeking members for the Tsunami Technical Advisory 
Groups (TAG). This TAG will address how the 2018 International Building Code addresses Tsunami and if 
warranted, propose changes to be considered by the Council through Washington Administrative Code 
rulemaking. 

The Tsunami TAG will convene this summer and will conclude with a report to the Council’s Building Fire 
and Plumbing Codes committee which in turn will make a recommendation to the full Council. The 
Tsunami TAG will set a meeting schedule once convened. Alternative means of participation not requiring 
travel are available using the internet and/or conference phone. 

Please submit a letter or e-mail indicating the position or positions you are interested along with a brief 
resume. Applicants will be asked to confirm the support of a local or statewide organization, where 
possible. The deadline for application is July 15, 2020 but will remain open until filled. The Council is 
seeking subject area experts for the following nine positions: 

Government Agency  County/City 

Building Official General Contractor 

Structural Engineer   General Public 

Tsunami Modeler Flood Plane Manager 

Emergency Management  

 

The state building code adoption process depends on involvement of the experts and professionals in the 
building industry. Please consider participating and contact Ray Shipman at ray.shipman@des.wa.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Todd Beyreuther 

Tsunami TAG Chair, Washington State Building Code Council  

mailto:ray.shipman@des.wa.gov
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WAC 51-04-020 Policies for the consideration of proposed statewide amendments. 

(1) The council will accept and consider petitions for emergency statewide amendments to the building code at any 
time, in accordance with RCW 19.27.074 and chapter 34.05 RCW. The council will accept and consider all petitions for 
statewide amendments that meet the complete application requirements as set by the council in conjunction with the 
state building code update cycle, in accordance with RCW 19.27.074 and chapter 34.05 RCW, and WAC 51-04-015 and 
51-04-020 as follows:  

(a) For the purpose of review and adoption of new model code editions and statewide amendment submission, the 
state building code shall be divided into two groups as follows, unless otherwise directed by the council:  

(i) Group 1: International Building Code (IBC); International Existing Building Code (IEBC); International Fire Code 
(IFC) Washington state energy code-commercial (WSEC-C) and Wildland Urban Interface Code (WUI).  

(ii) Group 2: International Residential Code (IRC); International Mechanical Code (IMC); International Fuel Gas Code 
(IFGC); standards liquefied petroleum gas are National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards 58 and 54; Uniform 
Plumbing Code (UPC); Washington state energy code-residential (WSEC-R).  

(b) The adoption period of new model codes commences when new editions of the model codes are available to the 
public. Within sixty days, the council shall publish a timeline to include a report of significant model code amendments 
and applicability of existing state amendments, followed by a submission period for new proposed statewide 
amendments.  

(i) The council shall review Group 1 model codes and approve a report on significant changes and applicability of 
existing state amendments. The Group 1 report shall be posted on the council website and a submission period of at 
least sixty calendar days shall be allowed for new proposed statewide amendments.  

(ii) Upon completion of the Group 1, public meetings, council actions and posting of the actions on the state building 
code council's website and provided new editions of Group 2 model codes are available to the public, the council shall 
review the Group 2 codes and approve a report on significant changes and applicability of existing state amendments. 
The Group 2 report shall be posted on the state building code council's website and a submission period of at least sixty 
calendar days shall be allowed for new proposed statewide amendments  

(2) The council shall review proposed new statewide amendments, and approve those meeting the appropriate 
criteria to file as proposed rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW. The proposed rules filing shall include a small 
business economic impact statement in accordance with chapter 19.85 RCW.  

(3) The council shall conduct at least two public hearings for each group (one in western Washington and one in 
eastern Washington) following the filing of the proposed rules with the code reviser's office.  

(4) Amendments to Group 1 codes during the Group 2 adoption shall be limited to legislative direction, code 
correlation, correction of errors, language clarification and updated section references.  

(5) The code development period shall conclude with formal adoption of the state building code as amended by the 
council. As required by RCW 19.27.074, all decisions to adopt or amend the state building code shall be made prior to 
December 1st and shall not take effect beCertified on 12/30/2019 WAC 51-04-020 Page 1 fore the end of the regular 
legislative session in the next year. Group 1 and 2 codes shall be filed with the code reviser at the same time.  
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(6) State amendments as approved by the council shall be submitted to the appropriate model code organization, at 
the direction of the council, except those adopted for consistency with state statutes or regulation and held for further 
review during the adoption period of those model codes by the council. The effective date of any statewide 
amendments shall be the same as the effective date of the new edition of the model codes, except for emergency 
amendments adopted in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW and deemed appropriate by the council.  


