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To: Washington State Building Code Council 

From : Shift Zero, Roadmap to a Zero Net Energy Building Code Task 
Force 

Date : June 12, 2019 
 
Re: Shift Zero Comments Supporting Advancement of WSEC Energy 
Code TAG 2018 Residential Code Proposals 
 
 
Dear Chair Orth and the Washington State Building Code Council: 
 
Shift Zero would like to offer our support for the proposed 2018 
Washington State Energy Code - Residential, which we understand the 
Council will be releasing for full public comment following its June 14 
meeting. We support the proposed revisions that the Energy Code 
Technical Advisory Group (TAG) has approved and brought 
forward to the Council, and we urge the Council to advance this 
full package for public comment and then adoption.  

Shift Zero is an alliance of 28 green building, energy efficiency, and 
climate action organizations and businesses that have come together 
to support policies and programs that advance a zero net carbon built 
environment for all communities in Washington State. Our members 
are experienced in designing and constructing high-efficiency buildings, 
including Passive House and net zero construction. With that expertise, 
we advocate for buildings to first be as efficient as possible, then to 
provide on-site renewable energy as practical, and finally, to have any 
remaining energy needs met by off-site renewables.  

One of the key ways to ensure that our buildings are as efficient as 
possible for all is through strong energy codes. Washington already 
has a legislative mandate for new buildings to be 70% more efficient by 
2031 than they were in 2006 (19.27A.160), Executive Order 14-04 
further directs the State Building Code Council to “achieve early and 
widespread deployment of energy-neutral buildings prior to the 2031 
statutory requirement in RCW 19.27A.160. We created the Shift Zero 
code roadmap task force to ensure that Washington achieves these 
goals. 

We support the proposed revisions that the Energy Code Technical 
Advisory Group (TAG) has brought forward to the Council, and we urge 
the Council to advance this package for public comment and then 
adoption.  
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Shift Zero Comments Supporting Advancement of  
WSEC Energy Code TAG 2018 Residential Code Proposals 

 

 

In particular, Shift Zero strongly supports the following TAG-approved proposals. They are cost-effective from a 
life-cycle perspective and do not significantly increase first costs, especially when amortized over time. 

Proposals 23 & 31 (combined by TAG) – Increase Additional Energy Efficiency Credits: The additional 
credits in this proposal increase efficiency in homes by a total of approximately 22% from the current code while 
remaining cost-effective from a life-cycle cost perspective. 

Proposal 36 – Account for Carbon in Option Table: Transitions the option table credits from representing 
onsite energy use to carbon emissions. This proposal is an important step toward decarbonizing residential new 
construction in Washington state. 

Proposals 27 – Gas Fireplace Efficiency: Establishes a minimum efficiency performance threshold for 
fireplaces based on the Canadian Fireplace Efficiency Standard. 

Proposal 28 – Continuously Burning Pilot Lights: Prohibits the use of continuous pilot lights on select 
gas-fired appliances (e.g.,  fireplaces, fan-type central furnaces, pool and spa heaters), saving a homeowner 
energy and money on utility bills. 

Proposal 32 – Passive House Alternative Compliance: Adds passive house certification (PHIUS and PHI) as 
an alternative performance-based compliance path for homes, which provides for continued flexibility in meeting 
the energy code requirements.  

Proposal 33 – Water Heater and Dryer Electric Readiness: Allows homes to have easier and cheaper 
electrification upgrades in the future by requiring electric receptacles near gas and propane water heaters and 
dryers, reserved space in the electrical panel, and extra space for all water heaters to allow for future heat pump 
water heater replacements. 

Proposal 35 – Optional “Reach Code”: Provides two optional “reach code” appendices. The appendices will 
include additional credits above the base code. Making this change would allow jurisdictions and/or utilities to 
incentivize more efficient residential construction in a consistent way.  
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