
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL 
 

January 14, 2019 
 

 
 

1.  State Building Code to be Amended: 
   International Building Code   International Mechanical Code 
   ICC ANSI A117.1 Accessibility Code   International Fuel Gas Code 
   International Existing Building Code   NFPA 54 National Fuel Gas Code 
   International Residential Code   NFPA 58 Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code 
   International Fire Code   Wildland Urban Interface Code 
   Uniform Plumbing Code For the Washington State Energy Code, please 

see specialized energy code forms  

 Section(s):  WAC 51-51-0326 now 0329 
 Title:  Family home child care 

 
 
2.  Proponent Name (Specific local government, organization or individual): 
 Proponent: IRC TAG 
 Title: TAG 
 Date:  12/12/2018 
 
3.  Designated Contact Person: 
 Name:  Richard Brown 
 Title:  Managing Director of the SBCC 
   Address:  Olympia, WA 
 
 Office Phone:  (360) 407-9277 
 Cell:  (  ) 
 E-Mail address:  richard.brown@des.wa.gov 
 
  

https://fortress.wa.gov/es/apps/sbcc/Page.aspx?nid=55


4.  Proposed Code Amendment.  
 
 Code(s):  WAC 51-51-0326 now 0329         Section(s)  Family home child care 
 
 Amend section to read as follows: 

WAC 51-51-0326 0329 

Section R3269—Family home child care. 

R3269 Family home child care. For family home child care with more than six children, each 
floor level used for family child care purposes shall be served by two remote means of egress. 
Exterior exit doors shall be operable from the inside without the use of keys or any special 
knowledge or effort. 

Basements located more than 4 feet below grade level shall not be used for family 
home child care unless one of following conditions exist: 

1. Stairways from the basement open directly to the exterior of the building without 
entering the first floor; or 

2. One of the two required means of egress discharges directly to the exterior from the 
basement level, and a self-closing door is installed at the top or bottom of the interior stair 
leading to the floor above; or 

3. One of the two required means of egress is an operable window or door, approved 
for emergency escape or rescue, that opens directly to a public street, public alley, yard or exit 
court; or 

4. A residential sprinkler system is provided throughout the entire building in accordance 
with NFPA 13d. 

Floors located more than 4 feet above grade level shall not be occupied by children in 
family home child care. 
EXCEPTIONS: 1. Use of toilet facilities while under supervision of an adult staff 

person. 
  2. Family home child care may be allowed on the second story if 

one of the following conditions exists: 
  2.1 Stairways from the second story open directly to the exterior of 

the building without entering the first floor; or 
  2.2 One of the two required means of egress discharges directly 

to the exterior from the second story level, and a self-closing door 
is installed at the top or bottom of the interior stair leading to the 
floor below; or 

  2.3 A residential sprinkler system is provided throughout the entire 
building in accordance with NFPA 13d. 

Every sleeping or napping room in a family home child care shall have at least one 
operable window for emergency rescue. 
EXCEPTION: Sleeping or napping rooms having doors leading to two separate 

means of egress, or a door leading directly to the exterior of the 
building. 

Rooms or spaces containing a commercial-type cooking kitchen, boiler, maintenance 
shop, janitor closet, laundry, woodworking shop, flammable or combustible storage, or painting 
operation shall be separated from the family home child care area by at least one-hour fire-
resistive construction. 
EXCEPTION: A fire-resistive separation shall not be required where the food 

preparation kitchen contains only a domestic cooking range, and 



the preparation of food does not result in the production of smoke 
or grease laden vapors. 

 
 
  
5. Briefly explain your proposed amendment, including the purpose, benefits and problems 

addressed.  
 

Number adjustment is necessary to accommodate new sections in the model code. 
 

6. Specify what criteria this proposal meets. You may select more than one. 
 The amendment is needed to address a critical life/safety need. 
 The amendment clarifies the intent or application of the code. 
 The amendment is needed to address a specific state policy or statute. 
 The amendment is needed for consistency with state or federal regulations. 
 The amendment is needed to address a unique character of the state. 
  The amendment corrects errors and omissions. 

 
7. Is there an economic impact:   Yes      No 

Explain:  
 

Please send your completed proposal to:  sbcc@des.wa.gov 
All questions must be answered to be considered complete.  Incomplete proposals will not be 

accepted. 

mailto:sbcc@des.wa.gov
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