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1.  State Building Code to be Amended: 
   International Building Code   International Mechanical Code 
   ICC ANSI A117.1 Accessibility Code   International Fuel Gas Code 
   International Existing Building Code   NFPA 54 National Fuel Gas Code 
   International Residential Code   NFPA 58 Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code 
   International Fire Code   Wildland Urban Interface Code 
   Uniform Plumbing Code For the Washington State Energy Code, please 

see specialized energy code forms  

 Section(s):  WAC 51-51-0301 
 Title:  Design criteria 

 
 
2.  Proponent Name (Specific local government, organization or individual): 
 Proponent: IRC TAG 
 Title: TAG 
 Date:  12/12/2018 
 
3.  Designated Contact Person: 
 Name:  Richard Brown 
 Title:  Managing Director of the SBCC 
   Address:  Olympia, WA 
 
 Office Phone:  (360) 407-9277 
 Cell:  (  ) 
 E-Mail address:  richard.brown@des.wa.gov 
 
  

https://fortress.wa.gov/es/apps/sbcc/Page.aspx?nid=55


4.  Proposed Code Amendment.  
 
 Code(s):  WAC 51-51-0301         Section(s)  Design criteria 
 
 Amend section to read as follows: 

WAC 51-51-0301 

Section R324—Solar energy systems. 

WAC 51-51-0301 Design criteria. 
R301.2 Climatic and geographic design criteria. Buildings shall be constructed in accordance 
with the provisions of this code as limited by the provisions of this section. Additional criteria 
shall be established by the local jurisdiction and set forth in Table R301.2(1). The local 
jurisdiction shall designate the salt water coastal areas within their jurisdiction. 
 
R301.2.2.3.1 Height limitations. Wood-framed buildings shall be limited to three stories above 
grade plane or the limits given in Table R602.10.3(3). Cold-formed, steel-framed buildings 
shall be limited to less than or equal to three stories above grade plane in accordance with 
AISI S230. Mezzanines that comply with Section R328 shall not be considered as stories. 
Structural insulated panel buildings shall be limited to two stories above grade plane. 
 
R301.5 Live load. The minimum uniformly distributed live load shall be as provided in Table 
R301.5. 

TABLE R301.5 
MINIMUM UNIFORMLY DISTRIBUTED LIVE LOADS 

(in pounds per square foot) 

Use 
Live 
Load 

Uninhabitable attics 
without storageb 10 
Uninhabitable attics with 
limited storageb, g 20 
Habitable attics and attics 
served with fixed stairs 30 
Balconies (exterior) and 
deckse 60 
Fire escapes 40 
Guards and handrailsd 200h 
Guard in-fill componentsf 50h 
Passenger vehicle 
garagesa 50a 
Rooms other than sleeping 
rooms 40 
Sleeping rooms 30 
Stairs 40c 

(No change to footnotes) 
 

  
5. Briefly explain your proposed amendment, including the purpose, benefits and problems 

addressed.  



 
***. 

 
6. Specify what criteria this proposal meets. You may select more than one. 

 The amendment is needed to address a critical life/safety need. 
 The amendment clarifies the intent or application of the code. 
 The amendment is needed to address a specific state policy or statute. 
 The amendment is needed for consistency with state or federal regulations. 
 The amendment is needed to address a unique character of the state. 
  The amendment corrects errors and omissions. 

 
7. Is there an economic impact:   Yes      No 

Explain:  
 

Please send your completed proposal to:  sbcc@des.wa.gov 
All questions must be answered to be considered complete.  Incomplete proposals will not be 

accepted. 

mailto:sbcc@des.wa.gov
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